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Boston, Dec. 5, 1884 (#iik174)
My dear Mr. Isawa.

The organs have been shipped more than a week.
They are made in Brattleboro, Vermont. The [(?)] have
fallen into difficulty in their business on account of the
death of the principal man in the Company. So they
directed me to Mr. Carpenter who they knew to make
good organs. I went to his factory and saw the kind of
work they do, and was very much pleased in every way.

The English, Germans, and the French, are very
jealous of the Americans, and if they had an opportunity
they would speak lightly of our work. I hope if they do
so, you will not be disturbed. Our work was good, so far
as we went, and was on a good foundation.

My aim was to give your people the true instruction
and let your people work it out in the Japanese way. I
believe my plans were good and true, and your cooperation

with me was above all praise.

Now if you had employed an Englishman he would
have had everything English. If a German, he would have
had everything German nomenclature and all. If a French
man everything must have been French. But we at once
put everything into Japanese.

Now how was it in my case as an adviser. In 1872,
I visited France, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Germany and
England to look into their system of school and popular
or National Music. In 1874 I visited England and Scotland
again. Now you will not find another man, in all the
world who has taken so much pains to learn all about
this particular class of music as I have. Then on leaving
Japan, I went directly to Europe, and made a more
extensive visit taking into my journeys, Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, also Germany, Austria, France and England,
with the expectation of returning to Japan. Now [ am
very sure that you are continuing to pursue the right
course for Japan, viz. to base the hope of reforming the
national ear for the future music of Japan by means of
the cabinet organ.

Therefore I attend to this matter of the organs for
you with a great deal of pleasure.

It is the height of my ambition, after I have made
proper promise for my family, to return to Japan with
one or two expert organ makers to instruct such of your
ingenious mechanics who may wish to learn, to make and
repair cabinet organs. Of course, | have given up all hope
of doing this under your government, but still hope to do
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so in connection with the American Missionaries who are
your true friends.

The plans for my going (to) Japan are complete and
hope to be in your country within a year. I expect to
spend most of this winter in New Orleans, so I shall see
your exhibition there and shall take great interest in it. I
expect to see Mr. Kuki on my way south. My health is
good, so is that of Mrs. Mason, Katie and Mrs. Irish, with
another little boy four months old.

With my best regards to Mrs. Isawa and any who
remember me in our work.

I remain.
Your truly

Boston, June 8, 1885 (#1844
Mr. S. Isawa.
My Dear Friend,

I have just returned from the World’s Exposition at
New Orleans, and find your letter of the date of April 16,
1885. Also a package containing “nail sticks, 3 music books
and tuningfork.”

I have also received the documents which I sent you,
and a check for $77 55/100 from your Consul in New York
on account of the present your Government kindly sent to
me.

I congratulate you on the success of your Educational
Exhibit at New Orleans—I think your exhibit stands
among the very highest including France and the United
States.

I am especially pleased with the success of Mr. A.
Furukawa, Director of the Asylum for the Deaf Mute and
Blind—I Kioto [in Kyoto?].

I visited this Institution while in your country, and
was exceedingly interested in his work. I think he is one
of the most remarkable and ingenious men as a Special
Educator, that I have ever met with.

I understand that he has received a gold Medal for his
Special Exhibit.

As to the musical instruments which I propose to send
to you in return for those you turn over to me for the
Great New England Conservatory of Music under the
Direction of Dr. E. Tourjee: I would take the liberty to
suggest :

1. That you consult Prof. Eckert as to what he will
most need.

2. I should think you would need two valve French
Horns and one or two oboies. It is not common to have
two oboies in a small orchestra, but as your Court Musi-
cians would manage those instruments so well, being
accustomed to one of their own which is much more
difficult to play, and as I understand, that is a favourite
instrument with Mr. Eckert, I thought I would suggest
them.

The wind instruments for orchestra must be first class
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and all of the same system as to pitch. Mr. Eckert will
know all about that :

I believe you have the best material as to men in the
Court Musicians for a good European Orchestra in the
world. You need a good teacher of stringed instruments
like the Violin, Viola, Violonecello and Double Bass. Please
write me and I will attend to your business with pleasure.

Yours, truly.
L. W. Mason.
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