have been only modified in parts, those which were toler-
ably fair as a whole being left entirely untouched. Although
some few entirely new compositions as regards both words
and tunes have been added to the present collection, all
these have been prepared with a care not to injure that
virtue which is inherent in our old Koto music. And the
best originals are left entirely untouched in regard to their
tunes.

The compilation of this work was shared among the
following persons under the superintendence and direction
of S. IsAwaA, Director of the late Institute of Music—present
Tokyo Academy of Music—The selection of the words, by
Y. Satomr and L. KABE, belonging to the said Institute,
and the selection of the music, by S. YAMASE, S. YAMATO,
S. YaAMATO, S. YAMATAKI, K. ARAKI and T. OKUYAMA,
musicians whose speciality is the Japanese popular music.

Tokyo, September, Ist. 1888.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT
of S. ISAWA, DIRECTOR OF THE
INSTITUTE OF MUSIC, on the
RESULT OF THE INVESTIGA-
TIONS CONCERNING MUSIC, un-
dertaken by order of the DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION Tokio Japan.
Translated by the Institute of Music.
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His Excellency
OK1 TAKATOU,
Minister of Education,

SIR,

It is now more than four years since I had the honor
to be entrusted with the task of superintending the Com-
mission of Musical Investigations and of directing the then
newly established Musical Institute.

During this time I have been closely investigating
Japanese and foreign Music with a view to the introduction
of a suitable system into our schools.

History teaches us that Music has, in all ages and
countries, proved a valuable instrument of government
administration, as well as educational. The general intro-
duction, however, of this to us new branch of education
has not yet been fully accomplished throughout the country;
though much has been already done by means of the
strenuous exertions of all members of the Institute, con-
cerned in the work. The result is briefly sketched in the
following Report, which I beg to submit to your Excel-
lency’s kind consideration.

I have the honor to be,
With hearty respect,
Your Excellency’s

Most obedient servant,
Shuji Isawa,
Junior Secretary of the Department of Education ;
Director of the Institute of Music.
2nd Month of the 17th year of Meiji.
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