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July 1st 1880 rmpse)
Dairokuten cho
Kobinata Tokio
Mr. L.W. Mason.
My dear friend

Now I am in such a position that I must write a few
lines to communicate you rather a grave thought. I prefer
writing to speaking under such a circumstance, because it
is impossible for me to express much complicated idea with
a limited vocabulary of English under my command, and
also because you will understand me better by reflecting
many times on the written accounts than to hear once as
the speech goes on.

Please understand me that I am a just and sincere
friend of yours always doing the best as my ability permits
towards your success, but, having no sort of selfish interest
either directly or indirectly on the work which we ventured
to undertake.

What | aim at is the good of my country and human-
ity at large. Up to this day, I have fought many fights to
clear off the obstacles which would have stopped the
progress of your work if left unchecked.

Although my official influence has been injured to
some extent by acting such an awkward part, I did not
care the least of such effect, for 1 took it better to help a
friend who is left helpless in a strange land than to gain
my influence.

I have not had the slightest wish to tell you these
things if I have done sweet things, but take them because

they contain healthy ingredients.

If you have eyes to see, please see through my inner
heart but not outward appearance.

I think you remember the first words expressed by
the junior vice-minister of Education when you first met
him.

He said you would learn to hear into Japanese music,
and after being acquainted with those you will proceed
to make musics for Japanese schools.

Such have been and still is the view which our Edu-
cational Department firmly holds.

You can clearly see that our aim is not the total
adoption of European or American musics, but the making
of a new Japanese music.

You are one of the best musician of higher esteem in
America, and every one of us is willing to conform yours
opinion, and take it as an authority. But, you as an edu-
cated liberal musician must grant a proposition that music
should be national if there be any, especially this should
be taken into grave consideration in the case of school
music.

If we learn musics as some amatures do, foreign music
may be learned as they are, and songs may be sung from
foreign words Chinese, Hindoo, English, or French as the
case may be.

But, if we mean to have music as a branch in the
national education the case become, entirely different.

Those pieces imported from foreign lands must more
or less naturalized.
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The songs must be of necessity of the Native words.
I know not any case where the songs were sung from a
foreign tongue except in some begotted mission schools.

I have no doubt that you will agree with me in having
songs not of foreign language but of native one.

If so then it follows that the melody must in some
cases be modified especially in the case where the two
languages belong to entirely different families. Because it is
entirely impossible to have accents and emphasises just
at the places where ought to come according to a fixed
melody with two languages.

A great favor, but, now I (have) to tell you all these
things so that you shall not entertain (Any) doubt on the
sincerity of words which I am going to express.

As our proverb says “A good medicine is found always
to be distasteful to the mouth, and a strict advice is mostly
unpleasant to the ear,” so my words may be coarse and
unpleasant in outward expression, but, the inner motive
is in reality a healthy one. Who would venture to speak
unpleasant but healthy words except ones friend, and who
would desire to utter sweet but poisonous words except
his enemies? What I intend to say is by no means sweet
things, but, take them because they contain healthy in-
gredients. If you have eye to see (please) do not judge
from the outside (shape), but see through the inner heart.

I think you remember the very first words expressed
by our junior Vice-Minister of Education when you first
met him. He said you should learn to hear into Japanese
musics however imperfect they may be, and then proceed

to make a plan for musical education in Japanese schools.
Such has been and still is the view which our department
aims at. You can see from this and also from what I am
always speaking that our aim is not entire adoption of
European Musics, but the making or refining Japanese
Music by assimilating the elements of both Native and
European Musics as.
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