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Articles of Agreement between Mr. Tanetaro Megata
Senior Clerk of the Department of Education residing in
Boston, Massachusetts, in the United States of America
on behalf of the Director of the School of Musics in Tokio,
under the control of the Department of Education, Japan
the party of the first part and Mr. Luther Whiting Mason,
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a citizen of the United States of America.

Art. 1 The said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason is hereby
appointed Instructor of Musics in the School of Musics
for the term of two years to be counted from the day of
his arrival at Yokohama, Japan.

Art. 2 The said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason shall
receive per month a salary of two hundred fifty (250) Yen
in Japanese Boeki Ichi Yen Gin (silver trade dollar) to be
paid at the end of each month.

Art. 3 The said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason shall
during the term of his engagement be provided with a
house and stabling, free of rent or in case no house be
provided shall receive the sum of thirty(30)Yen in Japanese
Currency as house rent for one month, out furniture, boards,
servants, carriages and horses &c. shall be at the said Mr.
Luther Whiting Mason’s own expenses.

N. B. It shall be understood that if a house is
provided for the said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason,
it shall be kept in proper repair by the party of the
first part, but neither changes in the interior struc-
ture of any part of the house nor any addition to
it shall be made at the request of the said Mr.
Luther Whiting Mason.

Art. 4 The power to fix hours and order of instruc-
tion to be given in the School of Musics shall rest with
the party of the first part, but the said Mr. Luther Whiting
Mason shall in no case be required to teach more than

five(5) hours a day nor teach on Sunday.
Art. 5 The said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason shall

have the privilege of submitting his opinions in reference
to matters connected with his department of instruction
at all times to the part of the first part, with whom the
right of final decision shall remain.

Art. 6 If the said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason shall
wilfully neglect the proper duties of his position or shall
be guilty of immoral conduct or shall refuse to comply
with the regulations of the School of Musics, this engage-
ment may be annulled and from the day next of such
annulling no more salary shall be due or be paid.

Art. 7 If the said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason shall
on account of sickness be unable to perform his duties for
a period of forty(40) consecutive days, then during the
remainder of such sickness he shall receive only one fourth
of his salary and if after a period of three(3) months from
the beginning of such sickness he be still unable to resume
his duties this engagement may be annulled and from the
day next of such annulling no more salary shall be due
or paid.

Art. 8 If for reason of his own, the said Mr. Luther
Whiting Mason shall desire to be released from this en-
gagement before the term of this engagement has expired,
he may be released from this engagement if a notice of
such desire shall be given to the party of the first part at
least eight(8) months before.

Art. 9 If for reason of its own, the party of the first
part shall desire to discontinue the services of the said Mr.
Luther Whiting Mason, before the term of this engagement
has expired, it shall have the right to do so by paying him
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his salary for one half the unexpired term.

Art. 10 The said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason at the
end of this engagement unless his services shall be con-
tinued, and also when his services come to an end under
the articles seven and nine of this contract shall receive
the sum of four hundred and fifty (450) Yen in Japanese
Boeki Ichi Yen Gin for the travelling expenses of his return
journey, but when his service come to an end under any
other articles, the said Mr. Luther Whiting Mason shall
have no right to receive the said travelling expenses.

Dated this fifth day of the sixth month of the twelfth
year of Meiji (June 5th 1879)

Tanetaro Megata
Senior Clerk of the Department
of Education

L.W. Mason
Citizen of the United States
of America
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