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R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D

10 July 1948 T. H. McGrail

Education Div.
Mr. F. Ejima, Interpreter, and 2 students
of the Tokyo College of Music; Mr. McGrail
of CI&E

Status of Japanese Classical Music

1. Mr. Ejima stated that the Tokyo College of Music is the
only government higher school teaching Japanese classical
music. It has also a department of western music.

2. It appears that in planning for university status, Mr.
Komiya, the director, resolved to relegate the classical music
department to the status of a historical research institute for
ancient music and prepared plans for submission to the Charter-
ing Committee without consulting the professors in that divi-
sion.

3. These teachers protested to Mr.Hidaka of the Ministry of
Education, who is said to have upheld the action of Mr.Komiya.
A similar protest lodged with the Cultural Commitee of the
Lower House of the Diet resulted in arrangements for a
meeting of all parties concerned in the controversy.

4. Undersigned stated that since only one side of the story
had been heard, the views of the Ministry of Education would
be requested for information purpose.He added that the matter
seemed purely local and one that should be settled at the
proposed meeting of the persons concerned.
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Thomas H. McGrail
Colleges Officer

Summary: Proposal to eliminate department of classical
music at Tokyo College of Music has stirred up a
controversy that may be settled at a meeting of all
concerned, called by the Cultural Committee of the
Lower House of the Diet.
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(Civil Information and Education Section) QE40fin)

Mr. Yonehara, Ministry of Education,

10 August 1948
Education Div.

Mr. McGrail, CI&E

Circulation (F#x)
R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D

T. H. McGrail
Colleges Officer

Education
(Note Col. Nugent
(=Y v k)

comment on this Case,

Status of Japanese Classical Music

official levels)
(FEx)

1. Mr. Yonehara’s attention was called to a complaint from
certain students and staff members of the Tokyo College of
Music that the Director of the institution has eliminated
Japanese classical music from the curriculum as of 1949, when
new university status is anticipated.
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