. S N & XA T

R [ H-EI#H MR L 048 57 IIKHISKIHE B IKkiEK
IR RE LERE D4 D[R OBEHEY {OBIE Kl QIR B
O ARIRE VO SRRIIVIRKAO L 4° R S IR R
IR VER ol [E<m) - U KRR | ¥
SRR [HHEEIM R HR0 < 4°

KRR REORER | M CERSED VL O RN O S
B0 R 8HHR RRECTIRMXHICRS & HI-EIHERH
& MR HI=HEKEINRERSECRI R #ii Mt

e 17 TIRRERYERREE © 117 T ERRREEE Q1 | FRER A ee°
|  REEKREE
BRI+ | &
Rzl m
B 4 i BEITTY RNl S - S¥M
(1"

 RBRN I ORIMVIERSEE GRIKK | )
O KA 1 R I 1 KW XK 4o @

1 EFERSRR
(&)

W REIR N W REQEE W 0° Pl 11K S Eik

o s@°
& a2 g
PHIUX KR m
)
" RS CEEB M IR O e HIDKHIEK S #-HiE
TSRAEET f 48 20° (¥hfi0)
(R4 HH W T8
BRI 14
Hm I [+ o
w o & S\ 2828
(171178
st B
€3]
i R SRS 2 O KRR
() (Whfi0)
(TRER1 41 16 S ROREK,)
{m+Rm
o & EIEN\Z 2-8—2-8
)
k< -4k By B3

877 E1HEN FREFIRERE



[ S 2R ER SN 5 D R e = FER I N a1
(&)

OREKFE—RHKL WHL IXE
()
R¥m (W)
(HeHEOKEE) (4-#0)
(FRER1 I+ 16 W R
BRI 4N
o

(B Sk iRkl HERE Mk | ESHRmiH)
Hir}—E & EHZI S W O H DO HB #4°
B -SRI B EDE0T GRS E SR SHEBHYE O
R BOREEOSH O HL w1+
B

mJ
o

B MR BN - S BT 30 2 4 K
HHEHIR KRRV HV RIS -2 QR HEK HE
R IR B AR QI B s B 1 14 O R0 2
SRR OERRY G THELER FE ) 5 VIELE 1 S IR
BRIV EOERTRNSKRL €07
EHSRWAIROTNMA LR RHEREVOVEDS RS
101)0E490° 101 EHKIKQEE T 1) SR QB & £ LK Eh
M QMBI £ ¢ AU L5184 5 BEHECHERR D o TR

SRKIE SIBIRV O W ¢ O NR KK QRO Ik K
HBE W N RN O W Q00 1D EAN s W IR 0 L B E o 3
N5 5°

HHRIX R EERIE M HEE 0 S RBHH QK [k SR HQ B
S0Q7 MPENKWVEENR ¢ -2 B HHE A O WK ¢
-0 QNQHENIV QR RMHORHKNT BiEVEV
RELOWRL S /KO HHEE KT 0 QERITS BE 5 01K A
SP4810° HOFMOHL T KIKQIMB N o B 4
QUK A HEBERIWNE O VO RE NI a6 4410 V"
OB -2 R KIVEROVEEU SRR Rz
20 Q (04950 0 O W B BB oo i Rk o NIBMR Qo X
BB VIMAMEN QO S v RIERNK DO S85 00N B
< MR R U A8 © §49 80 A T 5@

WO WK SRREX VIS 1 0 K Q (IS IK S i Sl
RS OODB L R VK V0K DRI S BlfE 2RO | RiE
SRR O <D0 1) AU A O AN TR QR v
S NBERESRWERE KiSERNKV oV KBQRw
HZ VRO WVEHE R ORIE N K O IRIEORBKEWOR S
§04950 VR0 Q £04950° XM QFIEN 4 ol QVEBHKIKS
L0 REKOEER LHK K Fimkeomby S 04t
e S i8e° XEIKQIHE S oERIER” KK | BOMMIERE
RO W R KR Q BRI O S r0fh 18" FEEK QERER N O - i
£ VRRRT WS BENNBIT-HO N VRS W QERRRIIR
RIEVO IR OHEN N I HIKE 02 S 4900 £ QLW

B4E HSHRHRE 878



¢rer AT BT VHEER I O LHEE e’ K SHESEY
NI ERRIENE U 90R VR BRI OSSR N 1iE Qv
EHESRK O /48 5° BIERIKVIERHS Q8" K
ELRHIVY EHERVINVERReQ 9’

HHECHE N T BHECRER4oEZHo-0" HHER <L
M ARIE-PKER R0 W) NIRHE Q UBEHR I ¢ 0 20°

O Ry BERIE Q3N ENE SR 0HE A 00 Q 1810 R
R HHEOEEL 5N K {WEHIY S L0 F VP EBERIE
SREEE O N4 ¢ A0 VEIA D" I IR R O W M-k
R O RHRIHD ¢ WiRse° 1) QUEQHEERR BRI 40
MEHSE | WL+ M OHEBHNY D¥RFHKIKER O Wiy 5
B4 KR TV 4910°

RO |41 m K m
IR HIEKERX - R

]
ey 1E

(SELhE - Hhfimn) (TIPSR AL, A=)

Pm+-m
(B E R i Fu$eirdrie (GHQ/SCAP) i HTiEir e
(Civil Information and Education Section) & {40#HI)
Circulation (F#%)

R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D

10 July 1948 T. H. McGrail

Education Div.
Mr. F. Ejima, Interpreter, and 2 students
of the Tokyo College of Music; Mr. McGrail
of CI&E

Status of Japanese Classical Music

1. Mr. Ejima stated that the Tokyo College of Music is the
only government higher school teaching Japanese classical
music. It has also a department of western music.

2. It appears that in planning for university status, Mr.
Komiya, the director, resolved to relegate the classical music
department to the status of a historical research institute for
ancient music and prepared plans for submission to the Charter-
ing Committee without consulting the professors in that divi-
sion.

3. These teachers protested to Mr.Hidaka of the Ministry of
Education, who is said to have upheld the action of Mr.Komiya.
A similar protest lodged with the Cultural Commitee of the
Lower House of the Diet resulted in arrangements for a
meeting of all parties concerned in the controversy.

4. Undersigned stated that since only one side of the story
had been heard, the views of the Ministry of Education would
be requested for information purpose.He added that the matter
seemed purely local and one that should be settled at the
proposed meeting of the persons concerned.
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Thomas H. McGrail
Colleges Officer

Summary: Proposal to eliminate department of classical
music at Tokyo College of Music has stirred up a
controversy that may be settled at a meeting of all
concerned, called by the Cultural Committee of the
Lower House of the Diet.
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Mr. Yonehara, Ministry of Education,

10 August 1948
Education Div.

Mr. McGrail, CI&E

Circulation (F#x)
R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D

T. H. McGrail
Colleges Officer

Education
(Note Col. Nugent
(=Y v k)

comment on this Case,

Status of Japanese Classical Music

official levels)
(FEx)

1. Mr. Yonehara’s attention was called to a complaint from
certain students and staff members of the Tokyo College of
Music that the Director of the institution has eliminated
Japanese classical music from the curriculum as of 1949, when
new university status is anticipated.
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2. Mr. Yonehara stated that the Director, Dr. Komiya,
wishes to eliminate that curriculum temporarily on the ground
that it is not “systematic” enough to be offered on the univer-
sity level. Mr. Hidaka, Head of the School Education Bureau,
agrees with this point of view, as do directors of the private
music schools in the Tokyo area. Under present circumstances,
it is said, most students are privately tutored in this subject.

3. Mr. Yonehara added that the persons who brought the
situation to the attention of CIE (Discussion reports of 10 July
and 9 August 1948) had also petitioned the Chartering Commit-
tee. Chairman Wada is said to favor abandonment of the
course. Undersigned stated that the proper committee should
decide the matter.

4. Apparently a compromise plan has been suggested and
agreed upon ; that is, to establish a research institute for classi-
cal music, which would be controlled by the institution, and
which would study ways and means of “systematizing” the
subject - both as an art form and with respect to teaching
method. When it is adjudged sufficiently systemitized, it will be
restored to the regular curriculum. Undersigned stated that
since the Chartering Committee is aware of both sides of the
controversy, CIE would assume that a satisfactory decision
would be forthcoming.

Summary: M/Ed official explained the reasons behind the
elimination of Japanese classical music from the curriculum of
the Tokyo College of Music, and outlined a compromise plan

which would result in the eventual restoration of the course.

R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D
(&~N) (FGHQ/SCAP Records Sheet No. CIE (A) -06010; = F44E#nEs
BRI HE RN X RE X HIETE)

<l 4-m
(E<nERE I e riE (GHQ/SCAP) K E HE 5 R IR
(Civil Information and Education Section) QF40ffI)
R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D

T. H. McGrail
Colleges Officer

30 August 1948
Education Div.

Education
Mr. M. Shidehara of Attorney General’s
Office; Mr. McGrail of CIE

Status of Japanese Classical Music

1. Mr. Shidehara presented a petition from certain persons
interested in the retention of curricula in Japanese classical
music in the Tokyo College of Music. The English translation
was made by Mr. Shidehara, who is not connected with the
institution but is interested in the issues involved.

2. Undersigned has had several conferences on this subject
(10 July, 9 and 10 August) with Japanese as well as with Fine

B1ET FEMIRERIE
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Arts Consultant. The position in brief is that upon attaining
university status in 1949, Mr. Komiya, Director of this govern-
ment institution, has decided to do away with Japanese classi-
cal music and to concentrate exclusively upon Western music.
The classical music course would be the object of some
research in an attached institute, but would no longer be on a
par with Western music.

3. According to the petitioners, Mr. Hidaka of the M/Ed is
the chief supporter of the Director in this effort to abolish the
classical music curriculum, and it is desired that CIE take
action to assure the retention of this type of offering in the
proposed “Tokyo Art University”

N.B. This situation appears to be more than the usual institu-
tional squabble. There has been newspaper comment on the
case, the Diet itself has received petitions from those protesting
the elimination, and it may become a full-fledged issue. I
suggest a high-level conference with Hidaka and Arimitsu on
the matter.

Summary : Representatives of faculty, students and alumni of
the Tokyo College of Music presented a petition
protesting abolishment of Japanese classical music
course from the curriculum as of 1949.
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CONFIDENTIAL

A Petition against the Elimination of

the Faculty of Japanese Music from the
Art University under contemplation.
Disclosure of the actual facts of the
Japanese Music Case in the Tokyo Music
School.

The Cause of the Case:

A grave, unlucky and deplorable question has arisen in the
Tokyo Music School, the only Government institution of the
kind in Japan. For, to-day, when under the New Educational
system, the School is expected to develop and dissolve itself
into the proposed “Tokyo Art University” next year by combin-
ing with the existing Tokyo Fine Arts School and adding there
to in future, as is hoped, the Drama and the Movies Depart-
ment, the Reform Program of Komiya, President of the Tokyo
Music School, which excludes Japanese music from the regular
curriculum, where it has found itself up to date, to have it dealt
with in the Research Institute to be attached to the said
University, while allowing Western music to be included in the
University course, was announced and arbitrarily forwarded to
the Education Ministry in defiance of strong opposition of
teachers, students and graduates of the Japanese Music Depart-
ment of the Tokyo Music School we belong to.

Our Wish:

For numberless lovers of Japanese music at present, the
proper development of the music in future and also for its
appropriate education, we have an ardent wish that Japanese
music may be admitted into the regular course together with
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the Western, without being relegated to the contemplated
Research Institute in pursuance of the President’s program.

A Dogmatic Disposition of the President :

While the question of raising the Western Music Department
of the Tokyo Music School to university status has already
been under discussion for over a yaer at faculty meetings of the
School, Japanese music remaine undiscussed on purpose and it
was not until March this year that the President declared at the
Japanese Music Faculty meeting that Japanese music should be
excluded from the regular course and transferred to the Re-
search Institute when the Art University is established. Sur-
prised at this remark, instructors in Japanese music insisted in
chorus that Japanese music should properly hold its place in the
regular course of the University just as it does in the Music
School. Our assertion was not, however, listened to and in his
subsequent repeated interviews with us instructors as well as
with the graduates and students of the Japanese Music Depart-
ment of the Music School who aren’t informed of Komiya’s
plan, he held tenaciously to his own view, until at the informal
meeting, held twice, of teachers, students, and graduates of the
Japanese Music School, he remained crazily opinionated in
spite of the hisses from all those present excepting only one
teacher of Western music. An attitude of this sort is no doubt
a most undemocratic one.

In addition, having been informed that his plan was already
submitted to the educational authorities prior to our inter-
views, above mentioned, with Komiya, we had no choice but to
break off our negotiations provisionally and appeal to outside

public opinion. Thus, our movement was started towards the
Diet and the Education Ministry, with a result that despite
almost absolute support by the members of both Houses and
learned members of society and the Education Ministry, our
cry, to our regret, is not yet powerful enough to occasion any
alteration of the program presented to the Ministry already.
And probabilities are that Mr. Hidaka, Director of the School
Education Bureau of the Ministry, closely connected with
Komiya for years, is prepossessed by the latter’s view too
strongly to accept straightforward what we are thinking, when
general sympathy of officers concerned of the Ministry is with
us. So far as the present problem is concerned, however,
Hidaka’s voice is the strongest and but for his approval, our
movement, supported as it might be by millions of sympa-
thizers, would necessarily come to naught.

The President’s Opinion :

He gives the following four items as reasons for excluding
Japanese music lessons from the University :

1. Japanese music is not theoretical.

2. Japanese music and its instruments (koto and samisen,
for instance) are not developmental.

3. Japanese music is not capable of sufficient expression of
feelings.

4. Japanese music is doomed to ruin, so our future msuic
should be the Western.

Thus, he maintains that Japanese music with these faults
should not properly be included in the regular course of the
University, but should be chiefly studied rather than taught.
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And the Research Institute he has in contemplation, though no
concrete and detailed account of its organization and operation
has been given as yet, is, judging from his words, where scholar-
ly pursuit of Japanese music is the first consideration, and its
practice as an art, a mere supplement, restricted, to boot,
within narrow technical limits, admitting in all probability of
no satisfactory training of progressive players of Japanese
music indispensable to the New Japan. After all, it is intended
for mere preservation of Japanese music, deprived of all devel-
opment and hope in future and reduced to a museum or archae-
ological specimen. Worse remains to tell. For this Institute is
assigned in practice a confined corner, only 109 of the building
now in use by the Japanese Music Department of the Tokyo
Music School. In fine, it looks as if Japanese music is going to
be cast into cramped prison on some pretext or other. Such
treatment would be nothing but a manifestation of undue
contempt for Japanese music.

Our Assertion:

Japanese contributions to world musical culture will be in
two ways:

1. Raising to the level of musical circles of Europe and
Ameria the Western music we have introduced, so that we may
join musicians of the world. This, however, will be by no means
an easy matter because of short tradition of Western music in
Japan as well as physiological and physical handicaps of the
Japanese.

2. Polishing and heightening music peculiar to the Japanese
race so as to add flowers of a new variety to the garden of

world musical culture. Art requires not so much uniformity as
diversity, which renders characteristic, geographical and racial
styles as estimable as those of ages and individuals. Herein lies
the significance of Japanese music. And it is much to be regret-
ted that the actual situation is giving birth to a dangerous
thought of ruin or cancellation of Japanese music such as
advocated by President Komiya.

Once the raison d’étre of Japanese music is recognized, the
proper way of our musical policy would be to accord it treat-
ment equal to, if not warmer than, the Western. This, however,
is not to say that we demand for the Japanese Music Faculty of
the Art University the same number of teachers and students as
that of the Western Music Faculty thereof. The only thing we
are eager for is to include Japanese music in the regular course,
if the Western is included therein, so that lessons in general
culture may be kept equally open to students of Western music
and those of the Japanese as well. Considering, moreover, that
Japanese music has enjoyed its place in the regular school
course, a really terrible psychological effect will be produced
by raising the Western Music Department to the status of
university, when Japanese music, laid apart, is thrust into the
Research Institute. The masses may think that Japanese music,
improperly introduced into the Music School on the wings of
militarism in spite of its worthless nature, must have been
restored to a position it deserves after its exposure to calm art
criticism and that Japanese music, after all, is in no wise an art
to bury themselves in future. Further, as we have seen, the
Research Institute is expected to operate in such a small room
as to prove a disgrace to Japanese music. Lessons in Japanese
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music, given side by side with those in the Western in the Music
School in Ueno Park up to the end of the War, were transferred
thereafter to the Branch School at Surugadai, Kanda, Tokyo,
as a result of expulsion by exclusive teachers of Western music,
only lectures on such subjects as language study and theory of
music given to the Japanese and the Western music classes
jointly at Ueno much to the inconvenience of students of
Japanese music. And now the Japanese Music Department is on
the point of being shut up in a small corner of the Branch
School as a serious definite outrage not only on teachers and
students of Japanese music but also on players of Japanese
music as a whole.

Even if we were given empty promise that the Institute,
provisionally reduced as it is for financial reasons, will be
enlarged in future, would it be a mere jaundice to deem the
Research Institute unrelated to the regular course a retreat for
the hated old to live in ? We extend our whole-hearted favor
without argument to a submitted plan for introducing Japanese
fine arts in general into the Fine Arts Faculty of the Art
University on an equal footing with Western arts, and for the
very reason deem it illogical, unfair and regrettable to elimi-
nate Japanese music alone from the same University.

Again, Komiya’s remark that Japanese painting is some-
thing different from Japanese music bears eloquent witness to
his lack of recognition respecting the peculiarity and value of
Japanese music. As Ken Yanagisawa, a culture critic of the
first order in Japan, wrote about this question in the “Mainichi
Shimbun” (15th July) in sympathy with our point of view, this
is for lack of the Fenollosa for Japanese music, who has

awakened us to the significance of Japanese art - a matter of
shame for us Japanese.

The Research Institute and the Regular University Course :

It would perhaps be necessary to give an outline of the
difference between the Research Institute and the regular
university course, and advantages and disadvantages of both,
which provide principal subjects under discussion. The Re-
search Institute, in its nature, has for its object scholarly
pursuits and not education. Consequently, the training musical
artists, educators and composers cannot possibly be expected
therefrom. In particular, the weak points of Japanese music,
keenly felt up to date, refer not so much to the music itself as
to low culture of musicians and lack of proper critics and new
composers. All this is a question relating to the training of man
such as attainable through university education rather than
through institutional researches.

As a matter of course, the establishment of an institute
outside of school would be as desirable to Japanese music as to
Japanese art where the Fine Arts Research Institute operates
independently of the Fine Arts School. And it is to be desired
that Japanese music will be studied there both theoretically and
historically. It is, however, only after the development of
Japanese music as an art is complete that such researches are
to be hoped for. We are dead set against anything like post-
mortem dissection of Japanese music. So, if national finance
admits of no co-existence of the regular university course and
the Research Institute, we prefer the former at present, desiring
to avail ourselves of a good future opportunity to have the
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latter. Then, music of the West and possibly that of the East, we
believe, should be studied in the Institute.

Students of the Japanese Music Department of the Tokyo
Music School are ever unanimous in expressing their gratitude
for regular course education they have received, insufficiently
systematized as it is. They learn not only from their teachers
but also from one another, this mutual contribution to refine-
ment and character-building being a precious outcome of
school education. And they have a rosy future before them,
with their growing interest in and knowledge of, Western
music, to say nothing of their special musical intruments and
also other branches of Japanese music than their own. It is
rather recently that students of Japanese music joined those of
the Western and shared lessons in general culture and theory of
music with the latter under the same roof. But Japanese music,
thus placed on a par with the western for the first time in
history, is steadily producing, and going to produce, new style
compositions and techniques with pride and hope. To kick
Japanese music out of school, thrust it into a gloomy matted
corner of the building and order it to return to the old feudalis-
tic way of transmission, deaf and blind to the trends of Western
music, implies nothing but giving orders for return to its state
prior to the arrival of Commodore Perry.

Appreciators of Japanese music are apt to think of it as
something to preserve as it is like curious and not to develop.
Komiya is no exception. There is no reason why Japanese
music should not be developed. On the other hand, persons of
more progressive type are too ignorant of their own music,
their knowledge being practically confined to Western music.

In other words, there are few progressive lovers of Japanese
music. Herein lies a question. It is, therefore, difficult to find
out intellectuals who have a real understanding of the problem
under discussion. The fairest possible way would be to ask for
criticism of foreigners who are in a position to view the matter
in the objective and unbiassed light, in accordance with the
precept of Fenollosa.

The only conceivable way of amicable settlement :

Judging from our repeated interviews with Komiya, he,
expecting not in the least to meet with any opposition from
gentle players of Japanese music, laid his view before the
educational authorities, particularly Director Hidaka, and
persons concerned in Western music and others, without
approval of players of Japanese music, and announced the same
in recent papers. Such being the case, probabilities are that he
is in honor bound to disallow any change in his opinion, how-
ever reasonable the opposition of his subordinates are. As if in
proof of our surmise, his recent remarks are so full of cavils and
slips of the tongue as is the last thing we can expect of the man
famed for his understanding of art and science. Further, on
being asked if he could in no way retract his plan, he said,
“Never, but for an irrestible opposition of some kind or other.”
We may perhaps be justified in gathering from this that he is
expecting at heart an opposition from C.I.E. in order to find out
a reason and pretence for withdrawal of his opinion without
proving himself defeated in argumentation. Should the present
state of opposition continue any longer, a general cutcry would
arise which might possibly lead to an agitation for non-
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confidence in, or expulsion of, Komiya. (It is to be noted that
there is actually loud cries in the Students’ Society for examin-
ing, with the beginning of the Second Term, into the dogmatic
and undemocratic move he has taken in regard to the present
problem.)

On the other hand, Hidaka, Director of the School Education
Bureau of the Education Ministry, probably finding it difficult
to withdraw approval of Komiya’s plan under the pressure of
his long years’ relationship with the latter, remains opinionated
in defiance of strong opposition from inside and outside the
Ministry.

After all, we have no choice whatever but to get a proper
suggestion of C.ILE. in order to bring the matter to an amicable
settlement without compromising the honor of both Komiya
and Hidaka.

Should our petition be luckily granted, it would not merely
please us but also save Komiya and the Education Ministry
from dilemma and be received with heartfelt thanks by millions
of patrons of Japanese classical culture and those concerned in
Japanese music all over the country who are watching intently
and sympathetically the problem at issue. Would that you
would grant our earnest request in consideration of the circum-
stances !

Representative of Teachers,
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Representative of Students,
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Representative of Graduates,

of the Tokyo Music School for the “Committee

for Establishment of Japanese Music Faculty
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R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D
21 Oct 1948 W. C. Eells
Education Div.

Education
Mr. Ejima, Music Publisher ; Miss Hirai, graduate
of Tokyo Academy of Music ; Dr. Eells, CIE.

These individuals called to urge the continuance of instruc-
tion in Japanese classical music in the proposed reorganization
of the Tokyo Academy of Music. They were told that the
matter was under cousideration by the Chartering Committee
and that conference had already been held with President
Komiya and with M/Ed.

W. C. Eells
Adviser on Higher Education

Summary - Representatives of Tokyo Academy of Music
advocated the retention of instruction in Japanese
classical music in plans for the reorganization of
that institution.
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31 March 1949 o

CIE 605 T. H. McGrail/jfk
Education

Professor Ylsic]. Yamada of Tokyo Academy of Music:

Mr. T. H. McGrail, Colleges Officer, CIE
Status of Japanese Classical Music

1. Professor Yamada stated that the Academy of Music was
chartered with the understanding that the question of including
Japanese classical music in the carriculum would depend on
conferences between the Ministry of Education and the Acad-
emy.

2. Professor Yamada added that no provision has so far
been made in the curriculum, an [on] commission that caused
trouble some months ago, when teachers of this subject
resigned in protest. Their resignation were not accepted, how-
ever, since students already specializing in this field on the old
senmon gakko (college) basis will continue till graduation.

3. Propessor Yamada requested CIE to faver the inclusion of
Japanese classical music in the new curriculum. He was told
that the matter was essentially one for Japanese to decide, but
that Academy and Ministry of Education authorities should
decide the matter at the earliest practicable date.

(&~N) (FGHQ/SCAP Records Sheet No. CIE (A) -06010; El~EIHE#1E
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R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D

25 June 1949

CIE 605 Thomas H. McGrail/hm

Education
Miss S. Hirai and Messrs Fujinami and Nakanoshima,
formerly of Ueno Academy of Music;
Mr. McGrail, Colleges Officer, CIE

Status of Japanese Classical Music Faculty

1. The Ueno Academy of Music has lately been consolidated
with other institutious to form the Tokyo University of Fine
Arts.

2. In connection with the amalgamation a long controversy
occurred concerning the retention in the curricula of japanese
classical music, in the course of which 26 faculty members,
specialists in this field, submitted their resignations.

3. It now appears that Japanese classical music will be
retained in the new carriculum, though it is as yet unknown
how extensive the offerings will be. No move has as yet been
made, however, either by the Ministry of Education or by the
University to recall the teachers who resigned.

4. On 17 June 1949, Miss Hirai discussed the situation with
Mr. Yonehara of the Ministry of Education. He is quoted as
having expressed the opinion that the University accepted the
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resignations only to satisfy the former Director of the Ueno
Academy, Mr. Komiya, since resigned, and stated his belief that
those resigned could be reinstated to the extent allowed by the
curricula in Japanese music.

5. Undersigned expressed the view that the University
should decide the extent of the offerings in this subject as a
basis for determining the number of teachers needed ; and then
indicate to the Ministry of Education its desire to recall all or
a proportion of the resigned personnel - Miss Hirai expressed
the view that because of antagonisms aroused by this long
controversy, the University would take no initiative in the
matter.

6. Undersigned stated that he would attempt to secure a
statement from Mr. Yonehara on the present status of this
situation and urge that immediate action be taken to adjust the
matter.
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RESTRICTED

4 August 1949
CIE 605

W. C. Eells/jfk

Mr. Matsuo and Mr. Asami, Graduates of old Tokyo
University of Music Education

Dr. W. C. Eells, Adviser on Higher Education, CIE
Frank Kawamoto, Interpreter

Japanese Music Course in Tokyo University of Arts

1. These two young men were graduates ten years ago of the
Japanese music course in the old Tokyo University of Music.
They summarized briefly last year’s controversies over the
introduction of Japanese classical music curriculum in the
newly established Japanese University of Arts. They stated
that although the fight for such courses had been not only won,
there seemed to be a studied effort on the part of university
authorities and the Ministry of Education to make it as ineffec-
tive as possible to delay action. For example, the entrance
examination for the music course have been set for September
10 but no publicity have been given to it and neither the
university nor the M/Ed seems inclined to act. Although the

curricula has been announced no professors have been
appointed and whether students will be interested in enrolling
or not would depend upon the caliber of these professors. Two
or three of the outstanding professors, especially a noted koto
player, were prominent in the fight to secure classical music
curriculum and now they are apparently being punished by not
being made members of the faculty. Last year there were
approximately 40 students and 12 faculty members, but it has
been determined by the bud[g]et that not more than 6 faculty
members will be employed this year. None of these, however,
has been named as yet. These men also desired to know why
Japanese singing (yokyoku) particularly related to the noh
dramatics had been left out of the new curricula.

2. Undersigned stated that he would be glad to discuss these
various matters with the M/Ed but all he could do would be to
advise that appropriate action be taken by them.
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