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CONCERT IN TOKYO.
L

Nothing could have been more successful than the concert
given in Tokyo on the 24th ultimo, in aid of the Red Cross
Society of Japan. Despite most inclement weather, the large
hall of the Uyeno Academy of Music was filled to overflowing
by an appreciative audience of foreigners and Japanese, who
repeatedly showed their delight at the excellence of the per-
formance by loud and long sustained bursts of applause. Her
Imperial Highness Princess Kanin honoured the concert by
her presence, and the front rows were occupied by the mem-
bers of the Foreign Corps Diplomatique and many distin-
guished Japanese. Yokohama also was largely represented,
the long journey and the rain seeming to have exercised no
deterrent effect. Without referring to each item of the pro-
gramme in detail, we may say that the rendering of “Tardi si
fa” by Miss Bloxham and Mr. Braccialini was admirable; that
Miss Bloxham’s singing of “Orphée avec son Liute” enchanted
her audience, and that Miss Koda’s violin solo, “Scene de
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Ballet” was not only perfect in execution but also full of
genuine artistic feeling. This young lady promises to attain a
high reputation. It is most pleasant to see, too, that the Mu-
- sical Academy continues to prosper under purely Japanese
control. The instrumental and vocal performances of the pupils
showed that the true spirit of music continues to direct their
" labours. It need scarcely be said that the piece of the evening,
_the First Act of Faust, was looked forward to with the utmost
expections. They were not disappointed. Mr. Braccialini’s beau-
tiful tenor, at once powerful and sweet, and Count Couden-
hove’s mellow bass belong to an order of voices rarely heard
among amateurs. The acting, too, of both gentlemen was really
first rate. Mr. Braccialini’s rendering of the conflict of emo-
tions that precedes Faust’s surrender to Satan, and Count
Coudenhove’s general conception of Mephistopheles, as well
as his by-play, were masterpieces that would have earned high
applause on any stage. Immense difficulties had to be grappled
with in preparing this first representation of the kind that has
ever been put upon the stage in Japan, and had it not been
for the untiring energy and patience of Mr. Braccialini, sup-
plemented by the talent of Professor Eckert who arranged the
difficult music of Faust for the Orchestra of the Imperial Court
and trained the pupils of the Academy to sing the chorus,
which they did thoroughly well, the task must have been aban-
doned as hopeless. To both of these gentlemen, and to Ma-
dame Sannomiya who, according to her invariable wont where
charity is concerned, spared no pains to secure a favourable
result, the gratitude of the public is due. We must not forget,
too, the charming young lady who played the role of Mar-
guerite, presenting an image lovely enough to have turned
the heads of a dozen Fausts. The universal feeling as the
curtain fell was one of regret that the delightful performance
had been so short, and of hope that the labour of organizing
it might not deter another effort in the same line. An incident

that rendered the evening specially memorable was the an-
nouncement of the taking of Port Arthur. Official news, received
just before the concert commenced, was given out, after the
first piece, by Mr. Braccialini in French and Mr. Ito Yukichi
in Japanese, eliciting from the audience a burst of cheering
that had a genuine national ring.
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